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Legislation

• Rebuilding Act 1667

• Factories Act 1937, 1961

• Offices Shops and Railway Premises Act 

1963

• Fire Precautions Act 1971

• Safety and Fire Safety at Places of Sport Act 

1988

• Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regs 1997/9

• Fire safety Order 2005



Fire Service Activity

• Fire Prevention

• Fire Protection 

• Fire Safety

• Fire Performance of Building

• Fire Risk Assessment

• Community Fire Safety

• Audit



Royal National Hospital 

for Rheumatic Diseases 

1966

Fire Prevention



New Escape Staircase in Mineral water Hospital Bath

(Grade 1 Listed)

Designed as Sedan Chair stair for bed evacuation

Built as a Hospital 

in 1730, this stair 

enabled continuing 

use conforming to 

HTM 82

Royal National Hospital 

for 

Rheumatic Diseases



Fire Safety 

Challenges  with 

Heritage Buildings

Aims:

• Improve the 

Fire Performance 

of the building

• Ensure Historic 

Fabric and the 

Character is not 

affected by the 

Improvements



Works should be 

Sympathetic and 

Reversible



Features of some Heritage Buildings:

Floor, Ceiling and  Wall Voids



Historic Solutions
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• Can we expect the Responsible Person to have 

the Necessary Skills ? 

• What is the Value of an experienced Fire Safety 

Officer ?

• What difference will they make?

• How Many Fire Safety Officers are required ?



Any Questions?

steve.emery@english-heritage.org.uk


